
The Temple in the Sea

Adam Walters

for Solo Percussionist (Vibraphone and Tassa Drum)

and Live or Pre-Recorded Drone



Performance Note

This piece is for one player who, in addition to playing the music, declaims the poetry as

written into the score. Whilst the sung sections are notated in the treble clef, they may be

performed in whichever octave is most comfortable for the soloist.

The entire piece is to be played with a tanpura drone, either live or pre-recorded. The tuning

of this drone should be D2 and A2.

The vibraphone should be positioned centre-stage with the tassa drum on a stand nearby to

facilitate rapid changes from one instrument to the other.

At the start of the piece, the soloist should be standing back from the vibraphone until the

drone is gradually faded up to a suitable level (quiet but clearly audible). Then, she or he

should step up to the instrument and perform the piece. At the end, the soloist should step

back away from the vibraphone, lower her/his head as if in prayer, and remain still until the

drone is faded down gradually to silence.

Performances of this piece should be ritualistic and meditative in character.

The Temple in the Sea

Instrumentation

Vibraphone

Tassa Drum

Live or Pre-Recorded Drone

Approximate duration: 15.5 minutes
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Performer to be standing back from vibraphone until

tanpura drone is faded up, then to step forward and begin.

∑

U

Written for Deborah Sunya Moore Kushmaul

and dedicated to Amina Sidi Khoya

Sonnet 1

Poetry: Sandra Alcosser

Music: Adam Walters
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Waist-high in water 

Sadhu prays Ram Ram*
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And while it is true that flowers don't grow

In salt water - only breathing mangrove
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Brick by brick Sadhu's temple rose
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Più mosso q=62
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